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	CAE:  CHANGES VALID FROM WINTER 2008


The tests will focus on a wider range of skills and functions. Some components of the exams will include new and/or improved task types. Some components will be more standardised in content. The overall length of the FCE and CAE exams will be reduced by approximately one hour.

	PAPER 1: READING


Length: 1 hour 15 min, 34 questions, 4 parts (previously 1 hour 15 min, 45 questions, 4 parts)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	multiple choice – 3 themed texts
	3 themed texts

	Part 2
	gapped text
	no changes

	Part 3
	multiple choice
	no changes

	Part 4
	multiple matching
	no changes


Note:
Part 1: ‘multiple matching‘ was replaced by ‘multiple choice questions on 3 themed texts‘. The new exercise consists of 3 short texts followed by two 4-option multiple-choice questions. The texts share a broad theme which helps a candidate read through the texts. 
	PAPER 2: WRITING


Length: 1 hour 30 min, 2 parts (previously 2 hours, 2 parts)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	compulsory task
	length 180 – 220 words

	Part 2
	questions 2-5 (article, essay, report etc)
	new: task on set literature


Note:

Part 1: candidate should write between 180 – 220 words
Part 2: now a candidate can choose a task from set books. Books for CAE, December 2008: John Grisham, ‘The Pelican Brief’ and Kingley Amis, ‘Lucky Jim’.

	PAPER 3: USE OF ENGLISH


Length: 1 hour, 50 questions, 5 parts (previously 1 hour 30 min, 80 questions, 6 parts)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	multiple-choice close
	no changes

	Part 2
	open close 
	no changes

	Part 3
	word formation  
	error correction - removed

	Part 4
	gapped sentences 
	new task

	Part 5
	key word transformations
	register transfer - removed


Note:
Original part 1 (gapped text) has been removed.
Part 3: new exercise ‘word formation‘. In this exercise a candidate needs to form an appropriate word from given stem words to fill gaps in a text. 
Part 4: new exercise ‘gapped sentences‘. In this exercise each question is made up of three discrete sentences. Each sentence contains one gap and the gapped word is common to all sentences. 
Part 5: new exercise ‘key word transformations‘. Each question of this exercise contains of three parts: a lead-in sentence, a key word and a second sentence of which only the beginning and the end are given. Candidates have to fill the gap in the second sentence so that the completed sentence is similar in meaning to the lead-in sentence. The gap must be filled with between three and six words, one of each must be the key word. 
	PAPER 4: LISTENING


Length: 40 min, 30 questions (previouly 45 min, 30 – 40 questions)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	multiple-choice
	sentence/ note completion removed

	Part 2
	sentence completion
	standardised

	Part 3
	multiple choice
	standardised

	Part 4
	multiple matching 
	standardised


Note:
All parts will be heard twice.
Part 1: newly ‘multiple-choice’ on the basis of three short extracts from exchanges between interacting speakers 
Part 2: previously this exercise contained two task types (note taking or sentence completion). Now a content of this task has been standardised and since then it only consists of one task type – sentence completion. 
Part 3: previously: two task types (sentence completion or multiple choice). 

Now standardised to only one task type – multiple choice. 
Part 4: previously: two task types (multiple matching or multiple choice). 
Now standardised to only one task type: multiple matching.

	PAPER 5: SPEAKING


Length: 15 min (no change)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	conversation–candidate x interlocutor
	only 2 parts, task interaction between candidates removed 

	Part 2
	long turn for each candidate
	questions written on the visuals sheets

	Part 3
	two-way conversation-candidates
	questions written on the visuals sheets

	Part 4
	discussion on topics
	no changes


Note:
Part 1: previously this part consisted of 3 parts, newly an interaction task between candidates removed
Parts 2 & 3: candidates are asked to compare two photographs. A prompt is also written on the page in the form of a question. 
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